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Jews, Christians and Muslims: The Way of Dialogue (1988) and Vatican ii
About a century prior to 1988, the Lambeth Conference of 1897 had framed relations with Jews and Muslims in the context of 'preaching His Gospel to the world' as 'one great religious body, which holds the truth in part not in its fullness, the Jews; with another which holds fragments of the truth embedded in a mass of falsehood' .5 The engagement with other faiths is seen through the prism of the desire to evangelise, and correct misunderstanding and error (Islam), or to complete a partial knowledge of the gospel (Judaism). Seventy years later, in the Lambeth Conference of 1968 and in the wake of Vatican ii, there is another reference to inter faith relations, but for the first time this includes the mandate to foster dialogue. Thus, the language of dialogue becomes apparent with a resolution that encourages 'positive relationship to the different religions of men' to 'set forward the common unity of mankind and a common participation in its present history' .6 In the Lambeth Conference of 1978, a resolution was determined which affirms the mission of the Gospel again, but this time it is opened out to embrace 'the obligation to open exchange of thought and experience with people of other faiths' .7 This resolution offers a tentative theological basis for dialogue by suggestively noting the need for 'sensitivity to the work of the Holy Spirit among them' . 
